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Abstract

Thanks be to the Lord of the worlds and peace be upon the best of people Muhammad and
his progeny. Arabic takes a religious confirmed niche as it is the language of the Glorious Quran
and host Hadiths. No Muslim could do without it worldwide and it gives importance to the
human civilization, takes a historical niche prominent, international, civilizational prominent
and imbues globality from Islam whose adherents amount to a billion Muslim worldwide.

Such a language fights being pure and transparent and confronts certain challenges, family
and media means, as there are different languages to be mingled with it, the Arab homeland
becomes a fertile soil to blur its serenity. So it the responsibility of the educational institutes
to cope with the globalization , chaotic .There are three chapters in the research study , the
first defines the globalization etymologically , the second does the cultural identity and its
consequences , the third does the repercussion of the globalization and its challenges and
there are a conclusion and recommendations .
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Abstract

The current research study aims to

1- define role of university staff members in teaching digital citizenship in concordance with
the viewpoints of the students .

2- define the differences in the response of the controlling sample to the role of the university
staff members in teaching the digital citizenship in light of a variable , gender and stage .There
are five chapters, the first takes hold of definition, the second does the theoretical side of the
digital citizenship and its nexus with the cultural security, the third does the practical side , the
fourth one does the results the study arrives at, the last one does the conclusion, recommen-
dations and suggestions.
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Abstract

The idea of the actual paper emanates from adopting the values of the Husseinist revolution
and exploiting it in solidifying the principles of the cultural security as it is a branch of the human
security and coming equal with other branches: it is a vital issue stemming from the ground
of the contemporary Arabic reality, there is a controversial nexus between the Arabic world
and the Western one on different political, social and economic scales yet the cultural scale is
of vitality. However the study endeavours to drag the values of the Husseinist revolution into
horizon not as a revolution happened in history but as a value finds existence in the reality of
all ages and in Arabic and Islamic world and even the nonMuslim world we could not miss and
the Husseinist values are adamant never to change. The paper ramifies into certain axes; the
first defines the main concepts, security and culture, the second does the Husseinist values and
their nexus with the Glorious Quran values .The third tackles the ways to employ these vales
in erecting the cultural security of the contemporary Arabic countries. The forth does suggest
what to invigorate these values to run in line with educational and teaching foundations in Iraq
and contemporary Arabic world, as believed that the Husseinist cause never knows bonds and
never specifies a religion or a race or a culture : it is for all to all by all .
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Abstract

The concept of identification is considered as difficult to define , as there are many thinkers,
Arabic and Islamic ; Muhammad "Abid Al-Jabery defines it as an ideological concept more than
a scientific one, it is convenient to express identification through the mutual traits one group
has for instance, religion, nationality or ethnicity .

The identity is related to history not for the need of man to know truth as he thinks of at
the first glance , but he want to organize himself and habituate his mind in concordance with
his identification . So he hearkens to history , explicit and implicit , the explicit is a part of the
general system the authority broaches . Then the implicit is the main part of the major memory
he truly belongs to .
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Abstract

Allah grant man a bless of being to know himself unequal to other creatures and distinguished
under the shade of self culture. Without such a bless , man does not gain what he is now ;
technology and inventions in all the walks of life. That is why the scientists and specialists pay
much heed to the development of culture through study and analysis. There is a great nexus
between the culture and the societal development . The more the culture augments, the more
the society takes step further and vice versa. The society consists of different groups each has
its own culture and its traits.

The cultural accumulation is the barometer of development and degradation of the society
; some principles diminish , some other new ones surge into being , perhaps the new ones run
counter to the previous . The current research study endeavours to focus on the selfculture
, its manifestos to impress man , its role to develop the society and finally to implement the
cultural security.
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Abstract

Identity, in philosophy, is the absolute fact of a thing. In this sense, the cultural identity of
a society is considered as a «xcommon essence» of a community and a distinctive trait through
which we differentiate one society from another. It is impossible to find a community without
an identity. Recognizing the identity of the other represents the cornerstone to stud social
interactions. The study is established on the necessity of determining whether the «self» is
similar or different to the «other» . This is done by means of searching some criteria and factors
that form individual identities .

Since cultural security is the common sense of justice to all the members of society poor or
rich, men or women, citizen or not, the obsessive desire to defend remains an important factor
that puts a final and definite (or closed) determinacy to the identity and makes it an inflexible
mold; away from change and adaptation potentials with its surrounding (and age) and self-
criticism in relation to the «Other».

The study discusses the concept of national identity and its relation to different affiliations
and its positive and negative role in achieving cultural security on the national level through
affirming the elements that form the local culture of any society , cultural pluralism and
variety and public policies .The study clarifies the concept of identity in terms of its relation
to globalization ,national security and the numerous affiliations that affect it. It also shows
how wrong to adopt one-dimensional identity and how this is related to terrorism through
attempting to reduce and define the features of Islamic identity that ISIS tries to monopolize in
its regional and international conflict.

As the affiliation is a general coordination, the identities represent sub-arrangement of
it. Thus, culture never revives from the interior and recognition is never to resuscitate from a
culture ; and the beginning of confronting our political, cultural and language problems should
be traced in correcting our relationship with the world of the era.
One of the barometers of the greatness of Islam is the extraordinary ability of combining religion
and state in wonderful mosaic way that resulted in a state of equilibrium in rule system, this has
been shown obviously in the period when Islam was ruling.
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Abstract

The issue of security prevails throughout the walks of man with different terms, such never
proves its presence more than its absence ; it is a Freudian approach to designate the essential
need of man to security. Or rather it is a cornerstone of existence and continuity from which
everything takes the initiative and at which everything terminates , there are many incidents
and events between these two extremes.

The political mind emanates from the need to security , that is , man is obliged to create
politics and establish a state . When delving into the approach of Thomas Hobbes as a nonpareil
, it will be quite convenient to fathom how desperately man needs the security. Power in politics
comes equal to power in physics : the security is the objective balance of the politics . As much
as it is hard to differentiate between politics and nonpolitics , it is much the same in security .

Studying the concept of security covers an epistemic focus on approaches , an analytic
method and concepts of various sciences to dissect certain issues into their mere bones :
human security , man unexpected security, iterative patterns, fantasy, fantasy motives, security
studies , technological and scientific revolution and so forth . Furthermore , it deals with the
pragmatic traits as it is a concept procedural, labyrinthine , universal , excessive , existential,
global , instant, feline , unexpected , iterative , indefinite and permanent .
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Abstract

Muslims live in an era of culture diversity , intellectual trends and differences in viewpoints
, that is why youths suffer from intellectual confusion and cultural wars to uproot their right
principles of Islamic religion , the Glorious Quran, Hadiths , Imam sermons and what imam Ali
coins in his sermons , letters and speeches in the Road of Eloquence concerning education,
culture and their nexus to the cultural security. It is to promulgate the culture of citizenship
to settle the land , there are intrusive cultures via social media , visual and audio , speeches
and policies with poisonous , malignant ,thoughts targeting the pious youths . Such a conflict is
administered by great countries to render the cultural thought into extremism , secularism and
atheism . So it is quite necessary to maintain a doctrinal, behaviorist and ethical shield as having
right education in school, family and surroundings.

There should be an immunity system to protect the right thoughts and minds ,fight the
intrusive issues and grip the pathway of Allah , His prophet and imams as paragon to protect
the cultural security. It is to exploit the institution of education , the Road of Eloquence of Imam
Ali ( Peace be upon him and his progeny ) whose speeches, sermons and principles could keep
the human mind and his cultural security intact and unstained .
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- Parents and schools need to take a more active part as early in the age of the child as possible

before they lose control on them to direct their interest in the right path.

- The solution can never be in preventing kids from watching such movies, an alternative sub-

stitution should be presented in a suitable way to achieve such a purpose.
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with religion and it has been the target of conspiracy theories, which assert Freemasonry to
be an evil power. Some Muslim anti-Masons argue that Freemasonry promotes the interests of
the Jews around the world to be unified to rebuild the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem (Web

source 8).

In the data under scrutiny, one episode is even entitled “ Society”® and it talks about a secret
society in the school of Gumball which he spends the time to find and join. He has to do certain
rituals to be a member (as when he must take “the leap of faith”). Blindfolded, he must jump to
the front, where the ground is covered with pillows. Even though he has been told that there is
no such a society, he still believes that the society is real, but they double-bluffed him. The idea
is to instill such a concept in the minds of audience. Other episodes denote to the concepts
of masonry like freedom and living on one’s own way. This definitely contradicts our religious
teachings where human beings are free but not absolutely. There are certain duties that have

to be committed to.
4, Conclusion

Animation movies represent an important aspect in the life of teenagers in our society. Those
teenagers find them as a shelter to escape the rigidity and boredom of their lives. They spend
long hours watching them even at school days. They are affected by them so much. They claim
they learn from them themes as how to control others or being affective in life as they wrote
in the questionnaire. Unconsciously, these movies creep into the minds of those youngsters to
plant strange ideas from other societies and cultures. This has a great impact on the future life

of our young generation and our society.
5. Recommendations

-The emphasis should highlight the importance of teaching moral lessons in these movies. Ed-
ucational organizations and committees from the Ministries of Education, Culture and Higher
Education need to take such an active responsibility.

- Stories from religious respectable men like prophets or infallible preserved Imams or from the
ancient history need to be utilized in such movies to simulate our cultural and religious norms
and values.

- Censorship of a higher committee should be activated on the Arabic translation of such mov-

ies to activate adaptation that take care of our Islamic values and ethics.
9 This episode is accessed from: http://theamazingworldofgumball.wikia.com/wiki/Society
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3.  Social Analysis
a.  Sexism

In this series, the mother is depicted as the working woman who is responsible for the fam-
ily and its affairs while the father is a lazy man sitting on the sofa all the time. This view is
supposed to be anti-sexist, in terms of modern theories of feminist approach. The point that
might be raised here and which might be also argumentatively controversial is that women are
treated unfairly by men, society and institutions. The status quo of women now is a mixture of
a misconception of the cries that voted for the working women in society and their conceived
freedom and how they must have a role outside the house. This case left the woman responsi-
ble for the raising up of children and taking care of home affairs. Now she is a working woman
from the early morning outside the house and a working one for the rest of the day inside it.
In most families, the man is responsible for his job only and rarely participates in housework or
raising the sons to help her. The idea is not to criticize the work of women in society, but it is

not to burden her with more than her abilities.

Such messages of sexism and the representations of gender are sensitive issues that need to
be critically examined. It is of dire importance that we investigate what is being administered
and taught to our teens. Being acquainted with such sexist or in fact anti sexist themes, the
young audience will believe it to be the norm or the commonsense state of affairs, a matter
that would create a passive patriarchal society. The image of the father has been destroyed
by depicting him as a fool sitting in the house with no aim but to eat (Web source 6). He even
advises his sons to steal from neighbours or lie, sometimes. What we need is a strong man
that helps his family and protects them fairly. A productive responsible woman is a wonderful

investment in society, but with equal assistance from the man.
b.  Masonic Attitudes

Masonry refers to “secret” organizations that appear to be harmless fellowship gatherings
(Web source 5), but upon a close examination it seems that they are a group of men who join
together because they want to do certain things in the world and there are things they want to
do “inside their own minds” (Web source 7). They share rituals, though not religious ones. One
of its teachings is that no one has the right to tell another person what he or she must think or
believe. Each man and woman has an absolute right to intellectual, spiritual, economic, polit-
ical and religious freedom (ibid.). Freemasonry has been criticized for supposed competition
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2. Discursive Analysis
a. Intertextuality
These are examples that show intertextuality taken from one episode’:

1.  When the mother (Nicole) phones home because her “mother senses are tingling”, this

is a reference to Spider-Man’s “spider-sense.”

2.  The son quotes an “infamous anti-piracy video” when he suggests an illegal download

of the movie to burn on the DVD.
3.  “Alligators on a Train” is a spoof of Snakes on a Plane.

4, The mother’s line [| wasn’t the one who watched Alligators on a Train seventy-two
times] is a reference to “seen Star Wars twenty-seven times”, a phrase that originated

in Freaks and Geeks.
b. References to real world

1.  Whenthe son uses the DVD as a pizza cutter, a logo saying “HD DVD” can clearly be seen
on it. HD DVDs were manufactured by Toshiba, and were the main high definition DVD
format before the Blu-Ray format was released.

2. Several movies are referenced to by Darwin’s explanations; “It was all a dream” is a
reference to Inception, “We’ve been ghosts this whole time” is a reference to The Sixth
Sense, “The world is a computer simulation” is a reference to The Matrix, and “One of
us is a figment of the other’s imagination” is a reference to Fight Club. Gumball leaning
back the chair so it may open an underground tunnel is a reference to Indiana Jones

and the Last Crusade®.

The discursive analysis affirms the fact that those film makers resort to real life instanc-
es and other works in the literature to give a more real status and privilege to these
animations. They also want to impart the idea that such movies are a concrete part
of real world. This makes the ideas conveyed by them as more solid and affective and

easily believed and adopted by those teenagers.

7- All the transcripts of the episodes of all seasons are found in this site: http://theamazing-
worldofgumball.wikia.com/wiki

8- This example is taken from the episode of “ The Nobody” , taken from http://theamazing-
worldofgumball.wikia.com/wiki/The_Nobody
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turns until he accepts to do what she asks him to do. This is not the way any mother would

prefer to be treated with by a son.
b.  Speech Acts

Many speech acts are found in the data such as thanking, apologizing, stating, threatening,
advising and many others just as in real daily conversations. Our concern, however, is with the
speech act of humour as a macro speech act® that is fulfilled via other speech acts. Humour, no
doubt, is a broad term which refers to anything people may say or do which is perceived as
funny and tends to make others laugh (Ridanpaa, 2014: 140). The focus here is on spontaneous
conversational humour that is created intentionally during the course of a social interaction. It

can be caused by verbal or nonverbal acts. The verbal ones are under the scrutiny in this paper.

The data shows that humour or laughter occurs due to ‘lying’ as speech acts. Lying is viewed
as a speech act of insincere assertion where the liar misrepresents truth to deceive (Mei-
bauer, 2011: 277). In one scene, Gumball has been presented as climbing a high fence and he
is very scared to get down and when his brother says “you are scared”, Gumball says he is not
scared whereas all the context proves his fear. Another speech act utilized to create humour is

complaining. The mother says:

N.: When | told you to clean your room, | didn’t mean to put everything in the washing ma-
chine®.

In this scene the mother is complaining that her son took the literal meaning of the clean and

put everything in his room in the washing machine.

5- It is worthy to mention that one of the questions in the questionnaire asks about the main reason
for watching these movies and 95% of the answers are for the sake of humour. They love such movies
as being funny. This might hint to the fact that those kids resort to these films to forget and ban the
unpleasant reality they are living and also it might refer to their immature innocence of conceptualiz-
ing life.

6- This sentence is taken from the episode entitled: where is Gumball.
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3.1.1 The Analysis

Extract One*
N.: Gumball, don’t forget to take that DVD back today or we’ll get a fine.
.. Can’t you do it? You're the one with the car.
.. wasn’t the one who watched ‘Alligators on a Train’ seventy-two times.
.. Ah! But technically, you rented it with your money.
.. The money | have to go and earn to feed you kids.

G
N
G
N
G.: The kids you decided to have.
G

.. [Nervously] Yep! No problem Mom, I'll take it back!

This is a scene where the mother (Nicole) asks her son ( Gumball) to return a DVD of Alligators
on a Train back to Laser Video to avoid paying a fine, and after a bit of deliberation and a violent

outburst from Nicole, Gumball fearfully obliges.
1. Textual Analysis
a. Impoliteness

In terms of conceptualization, two types of impoliteness can be determined according to the
way of conceptualizing the evaluations and understandings of good or bad verbal behaviours
in communication. These two are: first order and second order. We are concerned with the
first type which is based on the layperson’s understandings of the concept. The modern con-
ceptualization of impoliteness envisages examples which show that the individuals who are in
a lower status exercise some kind of power through the employment of impoliteness (Ambuyo
etal., 2011: 210). Itis argued that the pragmatic judgments are motivated by the social norms
and expectations. First order impoliteness is correlated with the various ways in which impolite

behaviour is perceived and interpreted by members of socio-cultural groups.

Impoliteness is obvious in the extracted scene above as the interaction goes between the son
and his mother. He is rude when he says “ you are the one with car”. He is not obedient when

he refuses to return the DVD according to his mother’s request. He keeps his arguing for four

4- This extract is taken from the famous animated movie called the Amazing World of Gumball. Full
reference to the episodes and their transcripts are taken from: http://theamazingworldofgumball.
wikia.com/wiki
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3.1 Data and Analysis

The questionnaire submitted to the students yields the data of this study?. Its first question is
about the period of time those youngsters spend in front of the TV sets. It gives the average
of 4-5 hours a day throughout the school days, let alone summer days of holiday and with no
real difference between the two genders. The rationale behind this question is to check if all
subjects are interested in watching these movies. 99% of the subjects assure positivity. The TV
channel that took the first place in watching average is MBC3 (62%) whereas Cartoon Network
took the second place (58%). The reason for this question is to check the movies presented
on these TV channels which also shadows the policies and tendencies of them. The animated
movies that occupy the highest percentage of watching is Gumball, then Sponge Bob and final-

ly Tom and Jerry.

The data chosen for the analysis are extracts taken randomly from episodes of the animated
movie which scores the highest in terms of preference, as our subjects have written in the
questionnaire; namely, it is the Amazing World of Gumball. It is a British-American animated
television series. The unique characteristic of the series is its lack of stylistic unity. Characters
are designed using different styles and techniques like traditional animation, puppetry, stop

motion, Flash animation, etc.

The story revolves around the 12-year-old Gumball Watterson, a blue cat, and his best friend—
adoptive brother, goldfish Darwin, who attend middle school in the fictional city of Elmore.
They get involved in various troubles resulting from schemes Gumball comes up with, but he
never seems to learn his lesson. Gumball resents his younger sister, Anais, because she is the
smartest member of the family. Gumball’s mother is the breadwinner in the family, working
long hours at the rainbow factory, and his father is the lazy person who stays at home watching

TV and playing video games while eating all the time (Web source 4).

3- The questionnaire is constructed in Arabic and thus it is not added in an appendix. Its content is
given and explained here.
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Following the functional paradigm of Halliday (1978, 1994), Fairclough’s framework has three
dimensions: textual (concerns texts spoken or written and visual images) (Fairclough, 1995:
4); discourse practice (concerning the set of spoken and unspoken rules, norms and mental
models of socially accepted behaviours) (ibid.: 10) and a socio-cultural practice (which is the
socio-cultural context of a communicative event) (ibid.:15).

3.  The Model of Analysis

The model developed for the present study is based on the skeleton of Fairclough’s work in
(2003). It is, however, modified to suit the purpose of this study. Since the data are in English
and our subjects are Arabic students, the vocabulary level and the grammar one (i.e. the lin-
guistic proper) are set out of the realm of the analysis as they are ineffective. From the textual
analysis, only impoliteness and speech acts are chosen for the analysis. Since Eelen (2001: 92)
affirms that politeness and impoliteness are two facets of the same coin, our modified model
will look at impoliteness rather than the concept of politeness alluded at in the primary ver-
sion of the model discussed by Fairclough (2003). The second level of the analysis focuses on
the discursive analysis which implies intertextuality with other movies or films and reference
to real world. The third dimension of analysis which is the social and it looks at ideologies like
sexism and masonic views. Thus, the schematized model is engineered as follows:

Analytical
Framework

Textual Analysis Discursive Analysis Social Analysis

Intertextality

= IMpoliteness (with other Sexism
moveies)

Reference to real

Speech Acts

places, persons, Masonry
etc.

Figure (1): The Analytical Framework
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the fact that choices of vocabulary, grammar and so on which speakers made in language are
ideologically based. As such, language reveals ideologies of language producers and affects the

minds of language receivers.

To discover how these movies affect our audience, a critical study is of paramount necessity.
Launching from the premise set by Rahimi and Sahragard (2007:1) of how an “idea can be
presented and viewed entirely differently by different people having a range of religious and

political perspectives”, this research is fed and finds its glimpse of justification.

Crucial for critical analysts is their explicit awareness of the role they have in society. According
to van Dijk (2001: 352), discourse is inherently part of the social structure and influenced by
it and its examination may reveal the ideological components of that structure. At the same
time it affects the society and its structure. As such, by examining the discourse of animated
movies, one can realize how they participate in shaping the minds and behaviour of teenagers.
Animated movies have the function of socializing the lives of their audience. Analyses whether
discoursal or critical help in identifying the negative influences inherent in these films and their
subsequent socialization of the youngsters into society as they represent a powerful tool of

decomposing and understanding their content.
2.1 Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)

One evolution from Critical Linguistics is CDA, developed in the late 1970s by theorists at the
University of East Anglia following Halliday’s (1978) functional view of language with the influ-
ence of other critical theorists such as Foucault, Gramsci, and Habermas ( Todoli et al., 2006:
9). CDA is interested in how language or discourse is used to achieve social goals and how this

plays a role in social change or maintenance (Bloor and Bloor, 2007: 2).

Since CDA does not enjoy a unitary theoretical framework or methodology, as it is “best viewed
as a shared perspective encompassing a range of approaches instead of a school” (Todoli et al.,
2006: 9), one may put under analysis any aspect, linguistic and social, that can be scrutinized
critically. As a matter of fact, CDA is an interdisciplinary research approach that subsumes a
variety of approaches, each with different theoretical models, research method and agenda, as
Wodak (2002: 7) claims. Different models have been proposed for the critical work. One which
is of relevance to this study is that of Fairclough (2003). In fact, Fairclough has made many de-
velopments and additions to his work in critical analysis ( 1989,1992, 1995, 2003), as he himself
mentions in his book: Analyzing Discourse (2003).
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in the development of a mental schema of evilness which is activated by such cues regardless

|II

of whether the person then labeled as “evil” is actually bad. In the above mentioned study,

III

some movies transcripts were studied to find synonyms of “evil” (e.g., diabolical, depraved,
wicked, evil, satanic, sinister, devil, mean, sadistic). 74 percent of the analyzed movies con-
tained demonizing language. It is a scientific fact that regular exposure to such language “may

result in dehumanizing and not attempting to understand perceived ‘evil’ doers” (ibid.: 20).

To achieve their aim of entertaining, these movies may resort to impoliteness. It is argued that
one function of impoliteness is entertaining as the speech activity is not directed to the hearer,
but rather to a third-party audience. Here, impolite actions are set to be humorous (Culpeper,
2011: 237). In such context, humour and impoliteness both involve a violation of cooperative

maxims and social norms.

According to Culpeper (ibid.: 58), impoliteness is a “negative attitude towards specific be-
haviours occurring in specific contexts”. The argument goes as such: verbal behaviour, aggres-
siveness, face-attack and sometimes intentionality are incorporated to name behaviours and

actions or communication as viewed negatively or as impolite.

A thorough examination for these movies recognizes two levels of analysis: verbal and non-
verbal. The verbal one is subjected to the critical analysis here. The nonverbal level, however,
includes scenes of: smoking, dancing, nakedness, mixed relationships, physical abuse, super-
stition, stealing or hiding things, unreal creatures, strong rapid messy movements, quarrels,
using weapons, fighting, hostile and violent and chaotic actions and high music?. All of them
represent a real threat to our cultural, social and religious security. The verbal level includes

swearing words, threatening words, sexist words, among many others.
2.  Critical Studies

Critical Linguistics, developed in Great Britain by a group of linguists, has its bases in the the-
ory of the systemic linguistics of Halliday (1978) where language has basically three functions:
the ideational function (as language represents the experience speakers have of the world),
the interpersonal function (where language reflects the experience of speakers’ attitudes and
evaluations and sets a relationship between speakers and listeners) and the textual function
(as language allows speakers to produce texts that are understood by listeners and speakers)

(Meure, 2004: 95). Critical Linguistics and critical discourse analysis (henceforth CDA) agree on

2- See Kress and van Leeuwen (2001) for information on a multimodal framework to such kind of
analysis.
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1.1 Demerits of Animated Movies

First of all, constant exposure to satellite TV channels with the availability of the internet leav-
ing youngsters spending large amounts of time watching these movies definitely causes a pas-
sive lifestyle and influence the thoughts and behaviours of those audience. Solitary and iso-
lation are serious consequences. Another dangerous effect is on the belief system due to the

immaturity of teens and the absence of an already established belief system in their minds.

Moreover, research shows that these movies have become significantly more violent lately.
Violent and aggressive movies hold the attention in these movies longer. Usually teens are
quick- tempered and they lose interest in normal scenes. Thus, these movies are spiced with
some violence. Violence contradicts with innocence and coincides with childhood abuse. In-

ternalizing violent and unrealistic images and concepts into their own life will be inescapable

Sexuality is another flavour added to these films. It is not surprising if it appears sometimes in
a Sponge Bob movie represented by the romantic relationship of Sponge Bob with Sandy?, his
friend, for instance. The producers probably try to mimic the needs and feelings of those young

teenagers.

Lippi-Green ( 2012: 103) argues that the whole genre of cartoons and short animated films
have always been prone to discriminatory content. Sexism can be defined as expectations of
women’s appearance, skills, actions, emotions and appropriate place in society. Generally, it
is conceived as any aspect that claims one sex is superior than the other. In most societies, it
is commonly shown in behaviours that depict males as superiors to females. This can also be
found in language when any linguistic form tends to have overt or covert bias toward, usually,

men against women (Mills, 2008: 35) as in ‘Chairman’ not ‘Chairwoman’.

Another kind of discrimination lies in the black—white paradigm to denote racism. It is argued
that Mrs. Two Shoes in Tom and Jerry whose legs and shoes appear in a whole series is a sign
of racist ideology and the character is an archetype that points to the ubiquitousness of the

mammy in American culture, also a reference to sexist tendency (web source 3).

One study conducted by Fouts et al. in 2006 found that some animated movies are character-

III

ized by demonizing language. Demonizing is defined as the linguistic attribution of “evil” quali-

ties onto a person perceived to be “engaging in harm doing” (Fouts et al, 2006: 15). This results

1-This note is taken from a website on this animated movie of Sponge Bob. The link is:
http://ar.spongebob.wikia.com/wiki
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Introduction

The personality of a human being is shaped by several factors. Parents, schools, relatives,
friends, society and media (represented by TV channels) all contribute to feed the way children
or teenagers behave, think and communicate. Media has rapidly become one of the strongest
factors to affect personal, social and cultural change by the values, habits and ideologies it
spreads into the minds of receivers. It is now a truism that people spend long hours in front of
TV screens holding the remote control changing from one channel to another in the open TV
channels throughout the world and for 24 hours a day. Children and teens are no exception.
Most of the programs and materials they are exposed to are coming from different cultures,
societies and religions. Most are not produced for the values, beliefs and habits of our own
conservative Islamic religious nature. One of the favorite programs teenagers like to watch are
animation movies.

1. Animated Movies

These are films in which individual drawings, paintings, or illustrations are photographed frame
by frame where each frame differs slightly from the one preceding it, giving the illusion of move-
ment when frames are projected in rapid succession at 24 frames per second (Web source 1).
The industry of animation flourished in the thirties of the twentieth century when production
corporations started the career introducing characters with some dramatic actions like Popeye
(1930s), Tom and Jerry ( 1946) or Sponge Bob and so on (Web source 2). It developed, however,

with the advance of technology to include more varieties in the form of animation.

The belief was that animated movies are produced as harmless entertainment products to
stimulate imagination (as when an apple speaks or dances) and provide pleasure for the young
generation by communicating the idea that the good always prevails whereas the evil is pun-
ished and a happy ending is eventually the result just like the majority of Disney’s films such
as Snow White and the Seven Dwarves in 1937. Such movies help strengthen communication,
language, problem-solving and skills. Moreover, while youngsters watch these movies, parents
can finish chores and the like. Besides, parents are comfortable that their sons are safe nearby
in the house and being busy spending enjoyable times. Furthermore, these films might be a
social tool where a common activity or interest can be reached at by parents and the young
audience. Animated movies are characterized by humour, fun, colourings, fast pace, musicality

and the like. However, this is not the exact complete picture.
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Abstract

Recent research and analysis in animation movies, dedicated basically to young teens and pre-
teens, have argued that these films show a more vivid complex dynamic than the seemingly
innocent disguise they are characterized of. Discourse studies have revealed signs of unequal
power relationships and racist as well as sexist hints that coat the themes and concepts intro-
duced by such films. Since these animated movies have a crucial socializing force in the lives of
the teens and preteens, a critical analysis may represent a powerful tool to identify the nega-

tive effects and influences inherent in the messages carried by them.

This study is a critical approach to animated movies that sets for itself the task of answering
the following question: what are the prevalent ideologies that these movies convey? It is hy-
pothesized that discriminatory gender ideologies are involved. A questionnaire is constructed
and administered to 200 male and female teens and preteens from the age of 12-15 in four
intermediate schools in Baghdad for the academic year 2015-2016. The rationale behind that
is to elicit the most preferable animated movie(s) to those subjects. To be comprehensive, both
genders are included. Extracts from randomly chosen episodes from the highest percentage of
watching for movies are selected to be scrutinized for a critical discourse analysis. Two levels
of analysis have been detected: verbal and non-verbal. This study, however, limits itself to the

first. The results prove that gender distortion is aimed at in the data analyzed.
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3. Conclusions
The present study comes up with the following conclusions:

1- True security cannot be achieved in this secular life. Timeless safety is enthroned in people’s

hearts who faithfully follow God’s commands.

2- In the light of the data selected, it is found out that security and happiness go hand in hand.
This validates the hypothesis which says “There is a positive correlation between security and

happiness in Arabic religious texts.”

3- Security demands to work towards harmony with oneself and with the outward world. In

other words, it is fundamentally related to society.

4- |t is concluded that the word “security” covers several shades of meaning. This verifies the
hypothesis which states “Security has various indications in the Quranic texts.”

5- Endless security is virtual in this life. The real one lies in obeying God’s laws which in turn,

leads to peacefulness, calmness and comfort.
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Allah has promised, to those among you who believe and work righteous deeds, that He will,
of a surety, grant them in the land, inheritance (of power), as He granted it to those before
them; that He will establish in authority their religion - the one which He has chosen for them;
and that He will change (their state), after the fear in which they (lived), to one of security and
peace: (Ali,1987:173)

Preferring God’s satisfaction at the expense of their owns and their tireless act of obedience
to God, divine security represents the greatest reward which is given to the righteous people.
They possess all the etiquettes of Islam. As a result, God promises them to transform their fears

and worries into peace, security and faith.

Their faithfulness ensures living under the shadow of security and tranquility. zeUland s
2006:240)) affirm that this form of security is the eternal one. 347 ) (nwl) comments on this

verse saying that (Ul ) is not definite due to the comprehensives and timelessness of this word.

Text -8-
4 @S5 33801 il i B0 ) I a5 s oS5918 Fratiils (K0 (s V) i dlas W)
(126 :0lyas JI)

Allah made it but a message of hope for you, and an assurance to your hearts: (in any case)
there is no help except from Allah. The Exalted, the Wise: (Ali,1987:29)

The present verse numerates the righteous virtuous aspects. Gradually, the outcomes of
their sincere submission have been gained. Looking forward with positive expectations, s ~asd!
2003:18)) remarks that security can be associated with hope.

Leaving no room for doubt, divine security arises in this particular verse. It is also obvious
that there is a sense of encouragement and that the promised blessings of righteousness are

ahead.
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With the absence of security, one cannot feel happiness and relief at all. Jacob minimizes
his trust of his sons because of their dishonesty. To a certain extent, the bitterness of the state
has been suppressed. Criticizing his sons rhetorically displays that loyalty means everything for

Jacob. The loss of his son, Joseph, makes him skeptic.
Text -5-
¥ (126 5,a41) £ Gal 1305 130 Ja O3 bulzs) J6 313
And remember Abraham said: “My Lord, make this a City of Peace, (Ali,1987: 9)

Being unmatched by anywhere else, Mecca is the place of peace, blessing, favours and
safety. God responses positively to Abraham’s sincere supplication. zsl! and 2006:245) <)
emphasize that the word (U«l) carries the sense of submission. Khorshid (2004:85) states that

“the security of Mecca is conditional on the people performing good deeds.”

Righteous people have been bestowed with God’s bounties. Being totally submitted to God’s
will, this type of security is tied up with obedience.

Text -6-
(97 :3Lel) & a5 b bl b adl of (50t ol 5ell )

Did the people of the towns feel secure against the coming of Our wrath by night while they
were asleep? (Ali,1987:73)

Rhetorically, there is a reference to those who disobey God’s instructions deliberately. They are

following their earthly interests blindly.

In his interpretation of this verse, 1994:473)snlkll ) states that God sheds light on those
people who are saturated in following their materialistic needs regardless of their prime pur-
pose in this life; namely worshipping God alone without any partner. z3ll and (2006:252 ss)
emphasize that this verse has the sense of rebuke.

Text -7-
) 85 pglid ye Gl GBI B8 (o1 § (AL LA 19la2 s 4Sas 134T Gpddl AUl 323 3

(55 :y5il) ¢ Gl 4gb3s 33 o 04005 40 o)l 301 i

Thilhujja 1438 October 2017 | 1 41




i A SEMANTIC STUDY OF SECURITY AND ITS CORRELATION TO HAPPINESS IN SOME SELECTED QURANIC TEXTS

In the case of those who say, “Our Lord is Allah., and, further, stand straight and steadfast, the
angels descend on them (from time to time): “Fear ye not!” (they suggest), “Nor grieve! but
receive the Glad Tidings of the Garden (of Bliss), the which ye were promised! (Ali,1987:242)

With an optimistic sense,1994:465) $»k)l) comments on this verse saying that following
God’s commands can maintain the everlasting feeling of security and happiness as well. (§~a3d|
2003:50)) and 2012:16) 4.4=Jl) agree that security which is compatible with faith ensures true
tranquility.

Text -3-

@ o F =
Te o109

(112 o) 4 1 330, 5283 988 I8 e 15 \gHS Lol Binaas S0l 36 238 Vs 411 G5

Allah sets forth a Parable: a city enjoying security and quiet, abundantly supplied with suste-

nance from every place: Yet was it ungrateful for the favours of Allah. (Ali,1987:130)

Faghihi (2015:270) remarks that “the lack of peace leads to lack of physical security”. In this
regard, he comments on the above-mentioned verse saying that those people are ungrateful

“to the favors and consequently poverty will prevail in the society.”

This verse narrates the story of the town bestowed with God’s blessings and graces. Living
peacefully, they do not thank God of having various graces. On the contrary, they disobey Him

and they are careless of their inner feeling of satisfaction and psychological comfort.

Text -4-
o=l o551 5b5 Udls S B U5 b 4l Je ST US| e g8aT U4 U6
(64 :Cawgy)

He said: “Shall | trust you with him with any result other than when | trusted you with his broth-
er aforetime? But Allah is the best to take care (of him), and He is the Most Merciful of those
who show mercy!” (Ali,1987:111)

Farid (2006:36) states that one of the meanings of “oe9! “ is “trust”. Being unfaith-
ful with their father, Jacob (peace be upon him), as cited in2006:396) (b,4)l), puts no
confidence in his sons. He grieves for his beloved son, Joseph for a long time.
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1.8 Model of Analysis

Relying on the forgoing discussion, it is worthy to mention that the model adopted for ana-
lyzing the following selected verses is developed on the basis of other models, such as 2!
zoVl , (2003)and2006)) s, the interprets of the Holy Quran, namely (sb,a)l and gskll,and
others whom numerate some words that denote security directly or indirectly, in addition to
the observations made by the researcher herself. The eclectic model used for the analysis of

the present study illustrates the semantic level of the word (Y1) and its synonyms.

2. Data Analysis

Text -1-

¢ 5 55 solie § 306 Lpss Taoly o5 ) az) daladll I TG 3
(30-27 :,=all)

(To the righteous soul will be said:) “O (thou) soul, in (complete) rest and satisfaction! “Come
back thou to thy Lord,- well pleased (thyself), and well-pleasing unto Him! “Enter thou, then,
among My devotees! 30. “Yea, enter thou My Heaven! (Ali,1987:317)

According to 2003:19) ¢ ~a3dl) the word ( dm»lanJl ) refers to implicit psychological security
which is compatible with happiness and optimism. In word and practice, the Qur’anic text, as
2009:3) Jac) remarks, glorifies those who apply God’s instructions, implements the spirit of the
Glorious Qur’an and doing charitable deeds. Gradually, qualities of true servants of God have
been figured out.

The Glorious Quran, here; appreciates the sense of self-elevation and enumerates the out-
comes of being an ideal Muslim. As a result, God’s rewards go above and beyond one’s expec-

tations. This type of security lasts for a long time.

Text -2-

3

I Al dgale (55 glaial & 1 65 156 Goddl 13

409iz s 48 B @l 193l 195555 Y5 15553

(30 :dsasd)
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Thus, have We made of you an Ummat justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over the

nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves.

It has been given priority among all other nations in belief, feeling and thinking. So it is a
comprehensive word for all that is good.  Regardless of time and place, God has bestowed

Arab nation with this unique feature.

2001:44) Jo4g)l) makes a relation between security and moderation. He (ibid:49) notes that
there is a positive connection between these two concepts. For )¢ and 5 :2011)094¢), mod-
eration initiates security and enhances its implement. Living together in peace and harmony

regardless of all differences, true security can be attained.
1.7 Words Denoting Security

The word” Security “ and its synonyms have been dealt with by many scholars, such as:
!, (2003) g axlland2012) dou=dl (2009 ) ¢nwel ,2006)) os ). They all agree that there are

some words which can be used interchangeably with the word” Security “.

Either implicitly or explicitly, 2003:19) ¢ ~22dl) and 2012:16) L4=Jl) emphasize that there
are a group of words which carry the feeling of security beside the word (,&uwllall, 4iuSiudl. (e
wlaiw)l, Llugll are terms that imply the sense of security with a slight difference in their indi-
cations.

Similarly, zeJl and2006:240)) A« and 347 :2009 ) (x«b) point out that there are some words
which are connected with the word ( ¢pwb.( ol (ibid:351) figures out a diagram in which he
summarizes the difference in the meaning of : &, wYland dwleall

Highest Degree Lowest Degree
Syl alelall ool
Figure-1-

(The refresher’s’ formulation depending on( 2009:351 (b))

38 [ i Proceedings of Fourth International Academic Al-Ameed Conference




LECT. ZAINAB HUSSEIN ALWAN }

Contrary to that position, happiness spreads hope, peacefulness, safe and security

(http://kenanaonline.com/users/ahmedkordy/posts/134055).

1.5 Security from Different Perspectives

According to 1996:12) )33), security is a wide term which includes several dimensions. En-
compassing the psychological, religious, economic and social affairs. Security is a fundamental

prerequisite in human dimension.

In his conclusion, , 2010:17) Js<)b) emphasizes that security is a social need. Narayan et al.
(2000:176) also remark that it requires having social harmony with oneself and the outward
world. To generalize the idea, security, as 2006:8) z\>J! l)sees, is the social stability of individ-

uals in all affairs of life.

Security demands having some sort of satisfaction and entrusting oneself to God alone. It is
enthroned in people’s hearts. Psychological security is accompanied with calmness, tranquility,
peace of mind and feeling safe (Huseyn, 2006:1). Internally and externally, 2015:21) $,38 ) says

that security means having a psychological balance.

Through applying the principle of coexistence, one can say that religion, whatever is, shapes
and sets up security (Wolffe and Moorhead,2014:24). Wellman and Lombardi (2012:12), on the
other hand, state that “religion plays an ambivalent role when it comes to security”. To simplify,

they confirm that it can participate either actively or passively in forming security.

1.6 Security and Moderation

Kamali (2008:7) states that ‘Moderation’ “is a moral virtue relevant not only to personal con-
duct but also to the integrity and self-image of communities and nations.” Islam sheds much
light on this issue.in the Glorious Quran there are many instances which emphasize this fact.
Being the chosen nation, 1979:430) s4w>Y) points out that Arab nation is the best among all

previous nations.
& ingd (Ul U931 6555 Lo J& eligh 163535 Waing 451 Stlas cUIS3 )

(VEY: 5,541)
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1.3 “ Security “in Islam

Once having a tight connection between security and faith, Islam sheds much light on this
term. It has a comprehensive sight on security including the physical, spiritual, mental, secular
and the eternal one (2001:15 ,d4))).

For 2003:18) ¢ ~2a2dl), security is awaiting for something good to happen.
§ay (58 Fralitss 0 g7h5 9] G Alas s )

Allah made it but a message of hope for you, and an assurance to your hearts.

Security, as 2009:16) Ja<) sees, is one of the positive virtues in Islam. 13 :2012) »é0) states
that security is a divine gift which Allah has bestowed upon His creature. 2013:51) yo2s) defines
security in a broader sense saying that it is the instructions of the Quran and the teachings of
the Prophet Muhammad (eluws 47y 4ude <l Juo).

In a similar token, Faghihi (2015: 270 ) says that security in the Islamic society is considered

“as a vital factor and ground for providing peaceful coexistence in the society.”

1.4 Security and Happiness

Happiness is the fruit of having security( e« ,(2003:25, $~23Jl and :255) 2008) oUalwcon-
firm that security is the starting point of all other positive emotions such as happiness, hope,
optimism etc.2003:13) $~==J1) also remarks that there is a positive correlation between se-
curity and happiness. Similarly,2005:26) ¢,8/ ) mentions that security is a crucial factor of
happiness.

2009:19,156) ex2lp!), on the other hand, states that one of the synonyms of happiness is se-
curity. For him, psychological security is the highest degree of happiness.2009:16) J&<) points
out that happiness and optimism are dimensions of security. He (ibid:24) adds that happiness

can be achieved by feeling security.

Ullah (n.d.3) and Joshanloo and Weijers (2014:17) agree that happiness is depicted by hav-
ing peace of mind and tranquility.
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1. Security: A Theoretical Background
1.1 The Notion of “ Security “

From the linguistic point of view, the term “(Y1” is a trilateral verb which is derived from
the Arabic root (;»!) which means feeling satisfaction and having confidence (2001:11 s dgl).
He also adds that it is the opposite to fear . jstaw (wland (o)ld (0, as cited in,(2012:3) dull
agree that security indicates “calmness in the face of fear. It is also considered as an urgent
need in one’s life.

502 Jlgaedl H.:26 remarks that security has many linguistic senses such as: having confi-
dence and fearless life, safety, comfort and tranquility.

2003:18) s ~==dl) deals with security as a psychological state saying that it requires feeling
satisfaction with oneself and the people around. Similarly, Olawale and Yemisi (2012:2) define

security as” feeling or assurance of safety, freedom from anxiety or doubt.”

Conceptually, 1988) J3\¢), as cited in e« and 7 :2008) vlalw), says that “Security” is not

to be afraid of the future. He also adds that it implies having peace of mind.

o and olalw (ibid: 4) confirm that security is the starting point of all other positive emo-

tions such as happiness, hope, optimism, etc.
1.2 Types of Security

Being a wide term, security is of many types. It can be divided into the following (cited in
Human Security in Theory and Practice,2009:6) :

1- Economic security: its main threats are: poverty and unemployment.
2- Food security: its main threats are hunger and famine.
3-Health security : its main threats are diseases, unsafe food, and lack of health care.

4- Environmental security: its main threats are resource depletion, natural disasters and pol-
lution.

4-Personal security: its main threats are violence, crime and terrorism.

In addition, (2012:10) 44=JiInumerates many types of security such as cultural, ideological,
national, etc.
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Abstract

Security is an inner feeling that has a close connection with daily human life. Security is
one of the great human needs which differs from one person to another. Psychologically, it
can be accomplished by the presence of certain positive virtues. Happiness is the first and
foremost feature which may achieve security and satisfaction. Security also necessitates
having a sort of harmony with oneself and the outward world. The real security lies in fol-

lowing God’s commands.
The study attempts to answer the following questions:
1. Does security have various indications?
2. Is there a link between security and happiness in Arabic religious texts?
This paper aims at:
1. Examining the semantic aspects of security in the Quranic texts.
2. Showing the contact between security and happiness in the texts above.
It is hypothesized that:
1. Security has various indications in the Quranic texts.
2. There is a positive correlation between security and happiness in Arabic religious texts.

After analyzing the data selected, the findings of the investigation validate all the hy-

potheses above.
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5. Conclusion

Any translation is a reflection of identity .It either reflects the source culture
or the target culture. The cultural identity of any translation by necessity corresponds
to one of the following identities: identity of the writer, the reader or the translator.
During translation process, the translator could follow foreignization or domestication
strategy. In this sense, he may follow assimilation or accommodation in which the trans-
lator either be indulged in the target culture, or preserves the source culture. In order
to act positively and be professionally faithful, the translator has to be bias to his pro-
fessional identity rather than to the personal or social ones. There should be an eclectic
approach that underlies the work of the translator to account for all these aspects that
are essential to his work. The micro-cosmopolitan perspective ,discussed here, covers
all the dimensions required in this process. It proposes a polyidentity that could not be
shorthanded into one dimension at the expense of others. In emphasizing connected-
ness it gives new insights and definition for intercultural communication, which is a
basic aim of translation.
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Going through these opposite strategies that formulate the translator’s work in the context
of cultural specifity shows the extent to which the micro-cosmopolitan approach is compre-
hensive in treating issues debated over them. The micro-cosmopolitan approach contextualiz-
es translation between the global and the local and revaluates their hybridity. It is progressive
and undermines “conventional wisdom”, that it takes a view from below and from the present
moment. It has an anti-essentialist direction diversifying and complexifying; and not exclusive
.It shares some characteristics with the macro-cosmopolitican approach that of: openness, tol-
erance, freedom support and respect of difference (Brogan,2009:23). In this sense itisa for-

eignizing approach that domesticates since it is :

One that operates from below rather than from above by situating cul-
tural and linguistic foreignness, difference and exchange [read: translation]
within the local, henceforth perceived in all its dynamic complexity ,as well
as its potential for interconnectedness and solidarity on both the local [in-
ward] and global [outward] dimension. It ... avoids reductive nationalism,
disincarnated , condescending macro-cosmopolitanisms and neo-imperi-
alistic transnationalisms in an attempt to ‘define specifity through and not

»

against multiplicity

(Lane-Mercier,2008: 242)
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4. Micro-cosmopolitanism between Foreignization and Domestication

Building his views on Schleiermacher’s choice of whether to domesticate or foreignize ,the
modern sense of domestication and foreignization is formulated by Lawrence Venuti’s The
Translator’s Invisibility(1995), in his focus on the intercultural role that translation plays. His

aim is

to force translators and their readers to reflect on the ethnocentric violence of
translation and hence to write and read translated texts in ways that recognize the
linguistic and cultural differences of foreign texts...[T]o elaborate the theoretical,
critical, and textual means by which translation can be studied and practiced as a

locus of difference, instead of the homogeneity that widely characterizes it today .

(Venuti, 2008: 34)

In foreignization ,” foreignizing translation seeks to restrain the ethnocentric violence of
translation...[It]is a form of resistance against ethnocentrism and racism, cultural narcissism
and imperialism, in the interests of democratic geopolitical relations”(ibid: 16). As for domes-
tication, the author is brought back home in an ethnocentric reduction of the foreign text to
receiving cultural values (ibid:15).They represent two strategies that translators choose on an

ideological basis.

In foreighnizing a text, “the translator intentionally disrupts the linguistic and genre expec-
tations of the target language in order to mark the otherness of the translated text” (Myskja,
2013: 3). The case is opposite in domesticating a text in which the translator “strives for a style
as indistinguishable as possible from a text originally written in the target language; fluency

and ‘naturalness’ are prioritized “(ibid)

“Through adopting domestication strategy, the translator’s cultural identity is established
and highlighted, at the same time, spreading in maximum his own nation characteristics, thus
further promoting the cross-cultural communication between east and west”. (Shi-rong and
An-na, 2012: 1769).Translation, in this sense is, viewed as a localization process. It is a “positive
transcultural act that supports cultural and linguistic diversity instead of suppressing it “ (Dany-
te, 2017:11).
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Discussing the same point Gavioli and Baraldi (2012: 13) assert that Cronin’s no-
tion of “negentropic cosmopolitanism” ,which refers to translation and interpretation
as a cultural enrichment, comprises the possibility that they have to introduce new per-
spectives and cultural forms that are alive in a different cultural dimension and not only
understood. Some cultural differences, by necessity, require partial or non-rendition
due to the complexity of language and culture. In this sense, translation produces new
forms of cultures to create intercultural connection and produces new forms. It fosters

the cultural diversity (ibid).

Thus, the micro-cosmopolitan approach “provides a conceptual framework for
better articulating and understanding the relationship between the local and the global
,the particular and the universal ,the self and the other at the core of contemporary
thinking on translation”(Lane-Mercier,2008:242)
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the cosmopolitan pale, being ... incapable of openness to the other” (ibid: 14).

Thus, Cronin finds the macro-cosmopolitan approach hardly persuasive and “dis-
abling both intellectually and politically”(ibid: 15),and he calls for a micro-cosmopoli-
tan one. The latter approach “does not involve the opposition of smaller political units
to larger political units (national or transnational).lt is one which seeks to diversify or
complexify the smaller unit. In other words it is a cosmopolitanism not from above but
from below.”(ibid).

He links micro-cosmopolitanism to what he calls “fractal differentialism” (Cro-
nin,2006 :16-21) that “expresses the notion of a cultural complexity which remains
constant from the micro to the macro scale. That...the same degree of diversity is to
be found at the level of entities judged to be small or insignificant as at the level of
large entities “(ibid).It is a notion inspired from mathematics by the paper (1977) of the
French mathematician Benoit Mandelbrot who asks about the length of the coastline of
Britain. There are shapes and fractals that make this finite space have infinite length. It
is the same notion that Cronin calls for to underlie the fractal travelling of the intercul-

tural researcher in translation studies within his micro-cosmopolitan approach.

As he believes, the “fractal notion of travel bears directly on translation” (Cro-
nin,2000 :17).Translation phenomenon, he states, is present across different scales of
inquiry and the “ sensitivity to language details is partly then a function of the interac-

tion between the two modes of travel”: horizontal and vertical. He states:

[if] translation is conceived of primarily as translation into the mother
tongue...,then the translator is, from the point of view of mother-tongue
competence, first and foremost, an intralingual traveler. S/he must hor-
izontally [going to different regions, countries where the mother tongue
is spoken] and vertically [historical sense of language, awareness of de-

tail of place] explore the complex spread of language
(ibid:19)

Cronin states that the diversity as enriching a community and a country is a
key element in micro-cosmopolitan literature, but this “diversity should not be opposed

to identity by a dismissive macro-cosmopolitan moralism”(2006:18).
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migrants and therefore supports translation practices as a way of protect-

ing diversity while ensuring communication

(ibid)

Cronin studied the role of translation theory and practice in the globalized world
of cross-cultural communication and presented a micro-cosmopolitan approach to

translation and identity which is the perspective that this paper brings into focus.

3. Cronin’s ( Micro-)Cosmopolitan Approach

In Translation and Identity (2006) Michael Cronin grounds the contemporary
translation theory and practice on cosmopolitanism. For him, the vision of cosmopol-
itan writers travels from the margins to the centre of the literary world and overlooks
the importance of the local dimension and the inevitable interconnection between lo-
cal and global communication systems (Polezzi, 2011:176).He calls for a micro-cosmo-
politan perspective that draws near the centre and periphery ,the local and the global

in translation practice.

Believing in the ideal of seeing humanity as belonging to a simple moral commu-
nity, it was possible for Cronin (2006:14) to oppose the notion of macro-cosmopolitan-
ism with micro-cosmopolitanism as a “framework for thinking about translation in a
“progressive, enabling and non-exclusive fashion”. He states that micro-cosmopolitan
and macro-cosmopolitan thoughts share a number of core ideals such as concern for
freedom, openness to and tolerance of others and respect for difference. Yet, they dif-
fer in foregrounding other perspectives and in “freeing cosmopolitanism from a histor-
ical vision and a set of ideological presuppositions that threaten both its survival as a
necessary element of human self-understanding and its ability to speak meaningfully
to many different translation situations across the planet” (ibid). There is another rea-
son for preferring the micro-cosmopolitan perspective associated with nation-states in
which inhabitants (of these smaller political units) find themselves “subject to a double
bind”: either they “abandon...national identification... [and] embrace the cosmopolitan

credo [or they] persist with a claim of national specifity” to place themselves “outside
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The translator’s cultural identity is a determining factor in cross-cultural trans-
lation and since the translated text is a component of a target culture, cultural identity
is marked by the translator’s success in displaying “specific national cultural charac-
teristics” and expressing their “contents with nation color” (Shi-rong and An-na, 2012
:1767). And to achieve this, the “translator should have the ability to interpret the
original materials from cultural insights, grasping well the self-cultural identity and re-
producing original text for target readers who lack relative cultural information” . This
makes translation a “dynamic process of cross-cultural communication in which the
translator’s cultural identity would be established” (ibid:1768).Thus, the translator has
to get rid of self-ethnocentrism and superiority. He should also “know well languages
and cultures of both two sides, grasp adeptly the self-cultural identity, and dialectically

use foreignization and domestication in translation”(ibid:1771)

The relationship between translation and globalization has arisen over the past
ten years that the “pressures placed on translators working in a globalized context

amount to a professional identity crisis”(Kaspsaskis, 2011:162)

Cronin sees translation as an essential condition of the cultural dominance and
an “agent of centripetal globalization” .For him, questions of language, identity, power,
multiculturalism and interculturalism; and the relationship of their dimension of local

and global are very much to the fore in the realm of migration and translation .

Migration policies are divided into policies of translational assimilation and trans-

lational accommodation (Cronin, 2011:128).He explains the difference as follows:

Under a regime of translational assimilation, the stated objective of
the state is that migrants will only qualify for citizenship if they can demon-
strate satisfactory proficiency in the language of the state, and policies will
be generally aimed at encouraging migrants to assimilate as rapidly as pos-
sible to the dominant or official language of the country, to translate them-
selves in other words into the language of their hosts. On the other hand,
a regime of translational accommodation is one which acknowledges the
importance of linguistic and cultural diversity in a society and the contribu-
tion of language and culture to the psychological and social well-being of
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two cultures. She sees loyalty as an “interpersonal category referring to a social relationship
between people who expect not to be cheated in the process”(ibid: 33).The identity transla-
tors have in this sense is professional. . A professional translator deserves to be trusted by the
initiator whether s/he belongs to the source culture or target culture. The sender expects the
translator to respect his communicative intention and the receiver expects to read a translation

that corresponds to his expectations (ibid: 37).

Pym (2012) also sees translators as having professional responsibility in occupying an
intercultural space between St and TT cultures. Such (professional) translators collectively for-
mulate the goal of the profession in that the main responsibility of translators is to ensure and
enhance cultural cooperation. The role (and type) identity they have as translators requires to

have a collective responsibility towards their profession.

Referring to the undeniable role in shaping cultures and national identities Mu-
noz-Calvo (2010: 5) states that translation is “the vehicle that may make compatible the
strengthening of our group identity and consequent knowledge of our own culture with

the sharing and learning of other cultures”(cultural identity)
3.1 The Translator’s Identity

The translator plays a powerful role to manage conflict and, therefore, the ethi-
cal principle is needed because “they could easily deceive their partners without any-
body noticing_ sometimes just by ‘faithfully’ translating what the source text says”(ibid:
36). A loyal translator should make sure that none of the participants (sender, initiator,

translator, and receiver) is deceived or damaged.

The means for cross-cultural communication is translation and, in this, it plays
an influential role in drawing cultures and national identities. In this sense, the process
of translation is a process of identification or constructing identities. It “can transform
identities ... brought about by birth, culture and ... community values and norms (Pir-
ouznik,2007:1).In translating, the translator constructs, reconstructs or deconstructs
identities. The identity of any translated work is a reflection of one or more of three
identities: the writer, the translator and the reader’s identity. Identity is not only re-
flected through textual features but through examining “perceptions and experiences
of identity both by writers and readers” (Matsuda, 2015: 141).The reader transacts a
text according to his or her characteristic identity.
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1. Translation and Culture

In the age of globalization, in which language represents an important barrier in
communication , translation becomes the base of cultural communication since it “enables
language to cross borders and helps intercultural exchange and understanding” (Munoz-Cal-
v0,2010: 2). For this reason, there is a great need for “bicultural translators and interpreters
to translate across diverse languages and cultures, to act as mediators ...and as necessary
intercultural communicators” (ibid). “Translation is the creation of a language of mediation
between various cultures”(Torop and Osimo, 2010: 383); and the mediator should be com-

petent enough to render them.
2. Identity and Translation

Basically, translation is a triad of three members with conflicting identities: the author,
the translator and the reader. It is seen quadri by Nord (2002 :35) who sees translation as
an intercultural communicative interaction involving four participants: source-culture sender,
commissioner of a translation or initiator, translator, and target culture receivers. The point
worth focus is the identity of translation that results from the complex interaction and conflict

between the identities of members or participants of translation process.

Translation, for Bauman (1993:47-61), is an act of individual moral responsibility which is
based on an asymmetrical relation with the Other. The responsibility for the Other is not based
on reciprocity rather it is a kind of ambivalent relations or dichotomies that govern the world
in terms of an asymmetrical power relations. As such, translation is done so that the otherness
of the Other is appreciated (in foreignization). Brisset (1996:346) sees translation as “an act
of reclaiming, recentering of the identity “These views focus on one kind of identity: personal
identity.

Cronin (2006:1) asserts: “translation must be at the centre of any attempt to think about
guestions of identity in human society”, which is a call for having a social identity. The contri-
bution of translation is paramount in describing both how certain forms of identity have come
into being and how they are being shaped” (ibid: 3)

Nord tries to build a trusting relationship between the partners in the translational inter-
action, a confidence that strengthens the translator’s social prestige as a responsible and trust-
worthy partner(2006 :34). Professionlism is the responsibility translators have toward their

partners (ST authors, commissioners of translation and TT receivers) as mediators between
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1.5.Cultural Identity

As is well known, cultural identity is determined through difference from others. The
terms cultural identity and personal identity emerged gradually in social sciences after the
second World War. Cultural identity is a social phenomenon and in this sense it is different
from the personal phenomenon in that the latter takes its shape in the childhood before a
person gets socialized into society .At the same time the personal identity is a social and
cultural phenomenon and personal and cultural identities are sociocultural phenomena (Jari

Kupiainen & John Sevdanen2004:6-7,). Thus, the distinction between them is vague.
Segers and Viehoff (1999:34-35) give the following dimensions for cultural identity:
1. National ,ethnic,religious and linguistic diemension.
2. Therole of sexual behavior and self-definition in social life.
3.  Generation in that persons of the same generation have the
same experience of the world.
4, Persons social positions as family and kinship ties and their
places in wider social hierarchies.
5.  Organiztional-Corporative dimension determined by persons
places in working life and network of work place.

The cultural identity is determined by the core identity and the immediate cultural con-
text (Markus and Nurius, 1986). Cultural identities may be responsive to situational contexts
evaluated differently in different cultures. In loose cultures such as that in the United States
little awareness exists of cultural identity and relatively low value is placed on maintaining
an American identity whereas for members of tight cultures, cultural identity and its ele-
ments are salient and clear (Sussman,2000:370).Collective self-aspects frequently coexist
with cultural identity, including gender, ethnicity, and race. (ibid:358)

Sussman states that an individual’s self-defined cultural identity may differ from the
perception of others (ibid) .Moreover, awareness of membership in a particular social group
which is an element of social identity is not essential to cultural identity, which itself may be

unrecognized by its members.
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acteristics, in appearance, behavioral traits, beliefs, attitudes, values, skills [e.g,.language],
knowledge, opinions, experience, historical commonalities [like region or place of birth],
and so on”

1.4. Professional Identity

This identity refers to one’s professional self-concept based on attributes, beliefs, values,
motives, and experiences (lbarra, 1999; Schein, 1978) , attachment and sense of belonging
(Rothausen, et al., 2015).1t is defined in terms of professiolization by Goldenberg and Iwasiw
as:

a complex and interactive process by which the content of the professional role
(skills, knowledge, behaviour) is learned and the values, attitudes, and goals
integral to the profession and sense of occupational identity which are charac-

teristic of a member of that profession are internalized
(1993: 4)

Highlighting the importance of institutional logic, Webb (2015:15) asserts the need
for considering the “normative notions of value, worth and justification as central to consider-
ations about professional identity”. In this context he refers to Sayer’s notion of value as being
based on repeated particular experiences that valuations of actions are “habits of thinking to
which we become committed or emotionally attached” (Sayer,2011 quoted in Webb,2015 :15).

Webb(2015: 3) adds that “Professional identity is not a stable entity; it is an on-going
process of interpretation and customisation which is shaped by contextual workplace factors...
[It]does not come ready-made but is continually fashioned in the movements along ways of

organisational and professional life”

Being embedded in a mix of different modes of institutional reasoning or “rationalities”,
Webb (ibid:12) views professional identity as being connected to workplace cultures and public
institutions.

Dent and Whitehead elaborate that “being professional suggests a context of meaning
and values, whereby the lawyer, judge, lecturer, human resource manager, banker and so on is
experientially located through the particular narratives and discourses which accrue with and
around that identity position” (2002: 5).
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1. Person-based social identities in which Individual group members internalize prop-

erties of groups as part the of self-concept.

2. Relational social identities that define self in relation to specific other people with

whom one interacts in a group context.

3. Group-based social identities which are equivalent to the collective self or social

identity as traditionally defined.

4. Collective identities that refer to a process whereby group members engage in social
action to forge an image of what the group stands for and how it is represented and

viewed by others, and not only share self-defining attributes.

Referring to these types Hogg et al., (2004: 253) state that the debate is still “whether
relational selves or relational social identities should count as social or personal identities.”

In fact both personal identity and social identity are linked implicitly.
As social categories, identities could be of two classes: role identity and type identity.
1.3.Role Identity and Type Identity
Discussing these types of identities, Fearon states :

Role identities refer to labels applied to people who are expected or obligated
to perform some set of actions, behaviors, routines, or functions in particular
situations. For example, taxi driver, toll collector, mother, father, president,

professor, businessman, student.

(Fearon, 1999: 17)

In social identity one becomes like others in the group seeing things from their perspec-
tive while in role identity one acts to fulfill the expectations of the role. Thus, “the basis of
social identity is in the uniformity of perception and action among group members , while
the basis of role identity resides in the differences in perceptions and actions that accompa-
ny a role as it relates to counterroles” (Stets and Burke,2000:226).

Fearon (1999:17 ) gives some examples of type identity as national identities and oth-

er labels given to “ persons who share or are thought to share some characteristic or char-
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of the self: “individual self [defined by personal traits that differentiate self from all oth-
ers], relational self [defined by dyadic relationships that assimilate self to significant other
persons], and collective self [defined by group membership that differentiates ‘us’ from
‘them’]” (ibid: 253).

Analysis of personal identity in terms of person’s existence and identity over time could
be referred to as the diachronic problem of personal identity whereas the synchronic prob-
lem covers the features or traits that characterize a given person at one time (Nimbalkar,
2011: 268).

From the perspective of personal identity emerged the social identity theory
Social Identity

The social identity perspective was originated by Tajfel’s work (1959) on perceptual ef-
fects of categorization and later research on prejudice, social categorization, discrimination,
intergroup conflict, ethnocentrism, social comparison, and intergroup relations research that
in collaboration with John Turner integrated around the concept of social identity. He defines
it as the individual’s knowledge of belonging to “a certain social groups together with some

emotional and value significance ...of this group membership (Tajfel, 1972: 292).

There are two motivations that guide social identity: self-enhancement and uncer-
tainty reduction .In self-enhancement “People strive to promote or protect the prestige and
status of their own group relative to other groups because group evaluation is self-evaluation
...in salient group contexts, the self in self-enhancement and self-esteem is the collective self
,social identity” (Hogg et al. ,2004:255) . As for uncertainty reduction:

people strive to reduce subjective uncertainty about their social world
and about their place within it—they like to know who they are and how to
behave, and who others are and how they might behave... self-conceptual
certainty, renders others’ behavior predictable and therefore allows one to
avoid harm and plan effective action. It also allows one to know how one

should feel and behave.

(Ibid:256)

Brewer (2001) sees social identity as having four types:
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fessor,’ or ‘citizen’ as identities... [As for] the personal identity [it] is a set of attri-
butes, beliefs, desires, or principles of action that a person thinks distinguish [her/

him] in socially relevant ways
(ibid: 10-1)

In the same vein, it “has become a partial and indirect substitute for ‘dignity | ‘honor,’
and ‘pride’”(ibid: 11) that social identity (membership in a social category) might enter into
or partially constitute personal identity, through any of them (ibid). “Thus, ‘identity’ can in-
voke not just a social category (content plus membership rules) but also the unarticulated

ways that social identity constitutes personal identity”(ibid: 16).
1.1.Personal Identity

The personal identity is defined in The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy as dealing

with “philosophical questions that arise about ourselves by virtue of our being people”.

Interest in personal theory belongs to philosophers in the late 17% century as John Locke
(for whom memory is central to personal identity) and David Hume (there is no real identity,
only psychological continuity).Their interest lied in consciousness and questions of our own
existence and the conditions for personal identity over time. Personality is not a permanent
but a transient thing, and it is consciousness alone which constitutes personality.

In recent decades the foundational theorists of psychological perspective on identity
are Kurt Lewin, Erik Erikson, James Marcia and later on Ruthellen Josselson, Arthur W. Chick-
ering and Linda Reisser ; and many others who emphasized individual’s mental processes
.The self, for them, is embedded in mental processes that arise from individual’s experiences
of a single self or a singular identity. Personal identity is looked at through individual’s mental
processes arising from individual’s experiences of a single self or a singular identity, and per-

sonality traits people have (Goldmane, 2014: 16).

Hogg et al. (2004:251) describe personal identity “as self-construal in terms of idio-
syncratic personality attributes that are not shared with other people [‘I'] or close personal
relationships that are tied entirely to the specific other person in the dyadic relationship

[‘me’ and ‘you’]” ;and has little to do with group processes.

They also point to Brewer and Gardner’s (1996) distinction between the three aspects
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1.0. Identity

Identity, (from Latin: identitas «sameness»), as defined in The Cambridge Dictionary
of Philosophy , refers to “the relation each thing bears just to itself”.

Identity has been defined differently along the scale of time .Views to it in the latest
three or four decades differ tremendously with different disciplines and different perspec-
tives. It is formulated differently by humanities scholars as a facet of individual or as a kind
of transaction between individuals. The former view comprises many notions among which
the following definitions arise. It is “objectively defined as location in a certain world and can
be subjectively appropriated only along with that world. ... [A] coherent identity incorporates
within itself all the various internalized roles and attitudes” (Berger and Luckmann, 1966:
132). One’s identity is defined by the “commitments and identifications which provide the
frame or horizon within which [one] can try to determine from case to case what is good, or
valuable, or what ought to be done, or what [one] endorse[s] or oppose[s] “ (Taylor,1989:
27). In the same vein, Wendt sees identities as “relatively stable, role-specifc understandings
.(and expectations about self” (1992, 397

The latter view also sees identity through different notions. Clifford raises the point
that identity is not conceived as a boundary to be maintained but as a “nexus of relations
and transactions actively engaging a subject” (1988:344). Identities are as “people’s concepts
of who they are, of what sort of people they are, and how they relate to others” (Hogg and
Abrams, 1988: 2).Yet, this does not make identity a fixed point of thought rather an ambiv-
alent one best interpreted as a process of relationship of the self and the other. It describes
the way individuals and groups define themselves and are defined by others on the basis of
race, ethnicity , religion, language, and culture”(Deng ,1995: 1). Identity refers to the ways
in which individuals are distinguished in their social relations with other individuals (Jen-
kins,1996:4).By convention, Katzenstein sees identity as pointing to “references mutually

constructed and evolving images of self and other” (1996: 59)

Surveying the above-mentioned notions, Fearon (1999:10) argues : “the word ‘identity’
as used today has two distinct but intertwined meanings... the two senses may be designated
‘social’ and ‘personal’ identity” .The social identity refers to

a social category , a group of people designated by (a) label(s) commonly used
either by the people designated, others, or both. This is the sense employed when

we refer to ‘American,” ‘French,” ‘Muslim,” ‘father,” ‘homosexual,” ‘worker,” ‘pro-
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Abstract

Since translation is a process of transformation or rewriting of a textual material from one
language into another, it is a transformation or rewriting of identity. This recreated identity
is tripled .The translator is plagued with three identities: his (subjective or social identity),
the writers, and the readers (role or professional identity); i.e., the Self and the Other.
The question is which identity has priority over the other in translation? Given the fact that
the translator himself approaches a text with orientation, this requires to search the topic
from different perspectives of identity: subjectively, socially and professionally. In case that
the translator fails to reach reconciliation between the three identities he may resolve to a
translation that is ethnocentric (or centered using domestication strategy), or to a decentered
one (using foreignization strategy). This ultimately depends on how the translator approaches
the text and the attitude with which he sees himself, target culture, and his profession.

In the age of globalization and cultural communication , and in the context of translating
between various cultures , the translator (in search of one of aforementioned identities or
another) may opt to choose between foreignization and domestication strategies in which
the identity of the target culture and source (or local) culture is respectively preserved.
Cosmopolitanism may represent an approach that resolves the identity struggle triggered
by (conflicting) various cultures. This paper exposes different concepts of identity and goes
through Michael Cronin»s(Y - - 1) micro-cosmopolitan perspective to approach translation and
identity in a way that guarantees cultural affirmation in emphasizing interconnectedness and
calling for having a polyidentity rather than having either.
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